
UK Trade & Investment

May 2009

Richard Higgins Chris Beck
Head R&D Specialist
Aerospace and Defence Performance Engineering, Materials, 

Energy and Environmental



UK Trade & Investment

UK Governmental organisation which 
Supports UK businesses trade overseas
Supports international businesses invest and grow in the UK 

Work in close partnership with the English regions and national 
development agencies in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

Staff located in most overseas markets as well as the UK

2,400 staff
1,300 staff overseas in 99 markets
400 staff in UK regions



RDA/DAs

Regional Development Agencies
– South West
– South East
– London
– East of England
– West Midlands
– East Midlands
– North West
– Yorkshire & the Humber
– North East

Devolved Administrations
– Wales
– Scotland
– Northern Ireland



R&D in the UK

The UK is world renowned for the quality of its R&D

Expenditure on R&D in the UK was £23.2 billion in 2006
– 62% private sector - 5% Government (other)
– 26% higher education - 7% other

The Government has more than doubled its annual investment into science
to £3.4bn since 1997.

Overseas-funded R&D in the UK has more than doubled since 1997, and
reached £3.6bn in 2005.
– No 1 recipient of R&D investment in Europe.
– Largest 75 R&D investors increased their spend by 12%

For companies like Boeing, Tata, Pfizer, Airbus, Eli Lilly, Nokia, RIM, Nissan
and Syngenta, the UK is the natural choice for large-scale R&D investment.



R&D Funding

Funding R&D:

1. EU Framework Programme

2. UK government
R&D Tax Credits
Technology Strategy Board (TSB)
Research Councils (University R&D)
Other (MoD, Transport etc.)

3. Regional
Additional local support
across the UK

National funding support in 
UK was £6bn in 2008 



Boeing / Cranfield IVHM centre

• Investment by “Boeing” into a collaborative centre

• Seed funding of £3M from regional government

• Core Partners fund at £200k per year

• Bid for UK and EU funding

UKTI worked with Boeing to identify 
and evaluate UK regional offerings

UKTI continue to support the project 
as it develops

This investment followed the AMRC 
investment in Sheffield and the 
Defence centre in Farnborough



Lockheed Martin

• UKTI work with both LM corporate in the US and LM-UK 

• UKTI carried out a UK technology search in areas of 
interest to LM.

• UKTI help host a number of visits to key technology 
providers

• Resulted in three investments in UK technology, with 
further opportunities identified

LM and UKTI continue to work together to look 
at other technology opportunities in the UK.
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Contacts

Richard Higgins

Head of Aerospace and Defence 
Business Group

T: +44 (0) 7215 8551
richard.higgins@ukti.gsi.gov.uk

Chris Beck

R&D Specialist
Performance Engineering, Materials, Energy and 
Environmental

T: +44 7825 603088
chris.beck@pera.com

Melinda Goforth 

Head of UK Trade & Investment 
British Embassy, Washington DC 

T: 202 588 6864
Melinda.Goforth@fco.gov.uk

Terry Shear, MBE

Vice Consul, Trade & Investment
Homeland Security Sector Specialist

T: +44 7825 603088
terry.shear@fco.gov.uk

mailto:richard.higgins@ukti.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:chris.beck@pera.com


This presentation is based upon materials either compiled by us through independent research, or supplied to us by third parties. UK Trade and Investment and its
parent departments, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform, can give no assurance that the
information supplied is accurate, or complete for your purposes, and no legal responsibility is accepted for any errors, omissions, or misleading statements in that
information caused by negligence or otherwise.

Thank You
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